Submitting information to Gracenotes online database
CD text is only read by some CD players and specialised computer programmes like the free VLC
media player. WMP and iTunes get their track information by interrogating on line databases. As the
most common is Gracenotes, this is how to submit to them using the iTunes library that is freely
available. Please note that it is essential that you use a CD that has been produced from the master
and not one you burn yourself. The tracks are identified by length so if your start and end markers
are in a slightly different place the production CDs won’t pick up the text information.
Open iTunes. Insert a production CD into your disc drive. You might need to click on the CD icon
at the top left of the page if it doesn’t read automatically.

A dialogue box might appear saying that the song names could not be found on line. Do not import
the audio.

A list of tracks will appear with Track01 etc. in the name boxes. Right click on the first one and then
select ‘Song Info’.

Enter as much information as you want, but at least ‘song’, ‘artist’, ‘album’, ‘album artist’,
‘composer’ and ‘genre’. Anything you miss that is regarded as essential you will be prompted for
later.
You can step between songs using the arrows bottom left.
When all the information is filled in click ‘OK’ at the bottom.

Now click on the cog icon top right. Select ‘Submit CD Track Names’

You have now submitted your CD to Gracenote, though it is not yet live.

Please wait two or three days, place the CD back in the CD ROM drive, go to the cog icon and click
‘Get Track Names’. This is a re query button that clears your local cache, to show that your CD
information now comes from Gracenotes.
Even if you don’t use iTunes, the programme is freely available and simple to install. You will
obviously need a disc drive on the computer you install it on.

